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Reverend & IR, 
IE Vacancy now in the Church hath 
deen long unſupply'd, and the World 
ah * have beheld this Accident with that 
Regard which is ſo juſtly due to Supreme 
ECD 1brity, No Man hath preſumed to 
allow nimſelf Liberties on this Subject beyond. the 
decent Bounds of private Animadverſion; and to 
thoſe reaſonable Limits ſuch Perſons as are the moſt 
tenderly intereſted. in this Affair, would have re- 
ſtrain'd their Reflections had not You, Sir, made 
your Appeals to the Populace, as privileg'd beyond 
other Men, how much ſoever above you in Rank, 
of. Hie 1 a5 k 
_ What I mean by your making Appeals to the 
Populace is beſt to be explained by reciting a Para- 
graph inſerted by your Direction in the Daily Four- 


nal of February the 27th. - Your Care and Expence, 
at all Times beſtowed in fo judicious: a Manner, 


can never be too much applauded, but it deſerves a 
moſt particular Acknowledgment, that you ſhould 
be at the Trouble and Charge of informing; the 


Pablick, in a Paper of Coffee-Honſe Intelligence, 


that „“ In the ſecond Volume of Biſhop Burnet's 


* Tiſtory, p. 119. publiſh'd a few Days fince, there 


„is this REMARKABLE Paſſage, Viz, 
5 „The 


% 
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The State of Ireland leads me to inſert here a 
<« very particular Inſtance of the QuezN's pious 
„Care in the diſpoſing of Biſhopricks. Lord 
Sidney was ſo far engaged in the Intereſt of a 
« Great Family of Ireland, that he was too eaſil 
« wrought on to recommend a Branch of it t# a 
© yacant Sec. The Repreſentation was made with 
an undue Charafter of the Perſun ; ſo the Queen 
granted it; but when ſhe underſtood that he lay 
% under a very bad Charafter, ſhe wrote a Letter, 
& in her own Hand, to Lord Sidney, letting him 
„ know what ſhe had heard, and order'd him to 
call for / Iriſþ Biſhops, whom the named 
% to him, and to require them to certify to her 
«© their Opinion of that Perſon. They all agreed, 
« that he labour'd under an 1 Fame, and *till that 
vas examin'd into they did not think it proper 
to promote him, ſo that Matter was let fall. k 
& do not name the Perſon for J intend not to leave 
«<< a Blemiſh on him, but ſet this down as an Ex- 
„ ample fit to be imitated by Chriſtian Princes.” 


This prudent and modeſt Inſtruction, which you | 


thus have ſet forth for Chriſtian Princes, will un- 
doubtedly draw their Acknowledgments as well as 
mine in your Favour. To Perſons of their Diſtin- 
Aon, who cannot have the Leiſure, or Opportunity, 
or Inclination of traciu? your Steps as I have done, 
the Conſideration, that none but you could be /uffi- 
ciently intereſted to ſet forth this REMARKABLE 
Paragraph, as you call it, and that none but you 
could poſlibly conſider it as REMARKABLE more 
ch in any other Paragraph: This will to them be as 
| P! per a ground for thor Thanks as if they were 
mim the ſame Light with myſelf, and poſſeſſed the 

fame Evidence which I am Maſter of, concerning 

the Perſon abo handed it to the Preſs, and paid for 
iir being inſerted in that Paper. 
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If the Merit of ſo much Zeal to find out fit Ex- 
amples for the Imitation of Chriſtian Princes, could 
admit, of any Allay, it might poſſibly be objected 
to the Manner of ſuch a Procedure, that Princes 
may be apply'd to by much more decent Means of 
Information, than by a Paragraph inſerted in a 
Common News Paper, tor the Amujement of Coffee- 
Houſes. It may be objected, that the Dignity of 
Princes forbids any particular Subject to difate 
publickly ro their Conduct, or to make that Counſel 
publick which he ſubmits to their private Confide- 

© ration ; That to exhibit Instructions to Princes for 
the Exerciſe of any particular Prerogative, or for 
the Deciſion of any depending Conteſt, and to do 
this in one of the Daily Papers, is a rude Attempt 
upon the Liberty of the Royal Fudęment; an At- 
4\Rreinpt that rather preſcribes to Princes than adviſes 
them; an Attempt that lays a Foundation for Cla- 

= mour and Abuſe, It doth not ſo much convey Mat- 
ter of Conſideration to Princes as it points out a 
Matter of Cenſure to partial unexamining Men; fo 
that the Prince who is thus DIRECTED by a publick 
Advertiſement of an Example fit for him to imitate, 
muſt, if he act otherwiſe than the Inſtruction requires 
Fim to act, either deſcend to publiſh minute Ac- 
counts in Juſtification of his own Conduct; or he 
ill be reproach'd for the free Uſe of his own Fudg- 
ec! in the. Exerciſe of bis own lawful Authority, 
nd will be faid to have acted contrary to an Ex- 
fle fit for all Chriſtian Princes to imitate. * 
Z Give me leave; Sir, to warn you on this Head 
ich all the Caution of a Friend. You convey to 
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e World a Paragraph ſuggeſting the Charatter of a 
Fer/on whom you do not approve, 10 be very BAD ; 
u infinuate that he [abours under an ill Fame, en- 
Favouring thereby to draw the Diſpleaſure of his 
rince 2:p0zz him, You ought to be ſtrictly careful 
a donble Account in all Attempts of this Nature, 

| | © By wu. 
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that you do nat indtlec your own Malice againſt ſuck 
Perſons as you accuſe, and that you do not furniſh *: 
Matter o the Malick of others againſt thoſe 
Princes whom you thus propoſe to influence. 1 
If you, Sir, ſhould ever have had the Honour. 
and Happineſs of free Approaches to ſuch Princes, |. 
it may ſtill enflame the Charge againſt you, that 
you take the Freedom of inſtructing them in their 
Behaviour by Paragraphs printed in News Papers: 
And perhaps ſome Princes might be of Opinion, 
that a Perſon who knew no better how to employ 
the Privilege of adviſing them, ſhould for the future 
have no ether Means of conveying Advice to them. 
It ſuch a Paragraph can be REMARKABLE more 
than any other, if ſuch an Example can be fit for 
Umitation more than any Aber mention'd by the Re- 
verend Hiſtorian, it can be ſo in no other View 4 
than this, that particular Princes have now a parallel ©® 
" Caſe before them. And if you mean any thing at 
all, you mult intend to ſuggeſt, that there is a pre- 
ſent Recommendation to a vacant See which appears 
to you in the ſame Light with Lord Sidneys Re- 
commendation to a Biſhoprick in Ireland. You thus 
ſuggeſt that a GREAT CoUNSELLOR of the Crown 
hath recommended a Perſon to the Favour of the 
Crown, with an undue Repreſentation of his Charac- © 
er; Thar ſuch Perſon lays under a very bad Cha- 
| | rafter , that he ought not to be promoted till Six 
Biſhops have certified their Opinion of bim; that if / 
they theſe Six Biſhops agree he labours under an i 
Fame, he is not to be promoted. And this is fer F 
down as an Example fit for Chriſtian Princes 10 
| emitate; if > 
If this is a Method of TRYING and si- 
TIZING CHARACTERS that 1] ſhould make E. 
ceptions to, I would not be underſtood to reflect at 
"this Diſtance of Time, on the Wiſdom or Juſtice 
af that excellent Queen under whom this firſt In- 
ſtan) 
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a 
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hr, 
ſtance happen'd. We can have no other Lights of 
{ ſuch a Tranſaction, than what this Paragraph in 
F Burnel's Hiſtory aftords us; and we may in Charity 
believe, that the Accident was circumſtanced as he 
relates it to have been, that the Perſon ſet aſide 
did labour under an ill Tame; that the QuEkEN hears 
it from no malicious Whiſperers, or intereſted Tale— 
besrers ; that it could not anſwer any /e/fi/þh Purpoſe 
to repreſent him as one of a bad Character, if he 
really deſerved a good one; and that the Six. Biſhops 
who were refer'd to, and who certiged their ill 
Opinion of him, were equal unbia/s'd indifferent 


, Judges, incapable of any Intention to ſhake off their 
due Dependency on the Roy aL SUPREMACY 3 in- 
e capable of any Scheme or Project to turn their 

Hierarchy into an AR1STOCRACY 3 incapable of ſet- 
g ting on Foot a Cabal 79 take the Nomination of Bi- 
4 ſhops to themſelves in Prejudice and Diſhonour of 
be CROWN; incapable of any malicious Delign to 
* S$ defame and ftigmaiize all Men, however virtuous or 
? 


} deſerving, who would not conform to the Obeaterce 


5 required, and become ſubſervient to the Intrigues 
7 carried on by fuch a /piritual Cabal; incapabl- 
'S 1 likewiſe of being the Creatures and Slaves ol a 
— proud, ambitions and mercenary PREATLE, who 
5 aaſpired to engroſs Eccleſiaſtical Power, and to uſurp 


on the ſacred Prerogatives of the KixG his So- 
vereign. vt | 

I make theſe libera! Conceſſions in Favour of thoſe 
ſix Biſbops, becauſe however willing I am to think 
candidly of their Certificate, that the Man whom 
they ſet afide labour d under an ill Fame, yet it is too 
plain, ſhould ſuch a Method prevail of Hing and 
diſqualiſying Candidates for Eccleſiaſtical Prefer- 
ments, it muſt give a dangerous Scope to all the 
Practices which I have enumerated, and therefore 
I do not think it a fit Example for Chriſtian Princes 
to imitate, nor a fit Example for à free People to be 
foud of. 8 Ineed 
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I need not tell you, Sir, how odious the Cabal; 
of Ecclefiaſticks are to the Laws of this Kingdom ; 
you very well know the Law that reſtrains the 
B——-ps from meeting together without the King's Au— 
thority i» any Company beyond & certain Number ; 
you know the SUPREMACY which you have alt 
{worn to maintain in the Crown; you likewiſe 
know, that in virtue of this Prerogative, the Crown 
hath an #xcontroulable Power of making Biſhops and 
Dignilaries in the Church, which before the Refor- 
mation Eccleſiaſticks had wickedly encroached on, 
pretending to the Right of electing one another, and 
i that the Confirmation of fuch Elections belonged ro a 
| SOVEREIGN PONTiFF: All which, Sir, you have 
renounced by your Oaths, are ipſo faflo Excomm v- 
NICATE, if you pretend to any ſuch exorbitant 
Power, and incur the Penaltics of a Pemunire, 
whereby you forfeit your Goods and Chattels, the 
Revenue of your Lands, and the Liberty of your 

Perſon. | * 

It avails nothing at all in Senſe or Juſtice, or to 

the Safety of Mankind, that theſe wite Proviſions 

were made by our Anceſtors, if B—ps, eluding the 

Laus, and their Oaths, ſhall ever claim that Power 

from the Grace of the Crown, which they renounce all 

Right to by the mott folemn Sacraments. It would 

be a much more dangerous Practice than any which 

can be attempted, becauſe at the ſame Time that it 

might ſeem to acknowledge the Force of the Law, it 

would deſtroy the Fett of it, and whillt it might 

| ſpeciouſly ſubmit to the #9rms of the Conſtitution, 

i would ſubvert the Faundation of it. 

j You will therefore allow me, Sir, to conſider 

\ this Scheme of trying all Candidates for Preferment 

in the Church with more Indignation, as it tends 10 

give a Junto of B—ps a NtGaTIVvE upon the 

| Nomination to any Bijhoprick, than it might be pro- 

| per to expreſs with Regard to that Malice and 

TEA De- 
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Defamation which may at any time be employed to 
deprive a particular Perſon of the Advancement in. 
tended him. 

It muſt be admitted, that nothing can be more cruel, 
diſhoneſt, and deteſtable, than to 1 aM E an innocen- 
Man, and to fix, by malicious Arts, an i Fame upon 
him, in order to make him /ofe bis Preferment. But 
there are Views and Daſigus which may be the Monves 
of ſuch an Attempt, and which will make it in- 
finitely more alarminz than any Hardſhip done to 
a ſingle Perſon. There may be the Project of bring- 
ing all Promotions i the Church into the Hands of a 
few ambitious arbilrary Churchmen, 10 that the 
higheſt Counſellor of the Crown ſhall not recommend 
the Friend whom he beſt loves, and the Man whom 
he moſt approves, without expoſing ſuch Perſon to 
be DEPRIVED of his Reputation by thoſe who may 
be averſe to his Advancement: And the PRINCE 
on the Throne, if he ſhall eſpouſe the 7270cext 
Party, after ſuch Reverend Defamers have teſtified 
their Diſlike of him, ſhall be expoſed to the fame 
Ecclefiaſtical Malice, n nay ſhall be ſet forth to all 
his Subjects, by one who is che Creature of his Power, 
and the Auſer of his Favour, as an EXAMPLE #9! 
fit for Chriſtian Princes to imitate. 

It is Part of the [mpeachment of the Houſe of 
Commons againſt Arcipisnop Lavp, Article VI. 
„That he traitercuſiy aſſumed to himſelf a Papa. 
*« and Hrannical Power, both in Eccleſiaſtical and 
* Temporal Matters, over his Mzajeſty' s Subjc&s 
in this Realm of England, and in other Places, 
e to the Diſheriſon of the Crown, Diſhonour of his 
*© Majeſty, and Derogation of his Supreme Authority 
* in Eccleſiaſtical Matters. 

The Commons proceed in the Eighth Article of 
that Impeachment, to charge him, That for 
«© the better advancing of his ſraiterous Purpoſe 
* and Deſign, he did abuſe the great Power and 
| « Truſt 
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* Truſt his Majeſty repoſed in him; and did 
InTRUDE UPON THE PLACES OF DIVERS 
GREAT OFFICERS, and upon the Right of other 
of his Majeſty's Subjects, whereby he did 
PROCURE TO HIMSELF THE NOMINATION OF 
SUNDRY: PERSONS To ECCLESIASTICAL DI1G- 
NITIES, Promotions' and Benefices belonging to 
his Majeſty, and divers of - the Nobility and 
Clergy, and others; and hath taken upon him 
the Commendation of Chaplains to the King, by 
which means, he hath prefer'd to his Majeſty's 
Service, and to other great Promotions in the 
** Church, ſuch as have been Popiſhly affected, or 
otherwiſe, unſound and corrupt, both in Doftrines 
ne . 
I chuſe, Sir, to cite theſe Articles for your Con- 
ſideration, to ſhew you the Senſe and Jude ment of 
Parliament, on the Matter before us; and if it 
ſhould ever appear in a National Enquiry, that 
B——ps have aſſumed to themſelves the Nomination 
of BIshors, that they have haughtily and arbitra- 
rily claimed the ſole Right of adviſing and recom- 
mending in Eccleſiaſtical Promotions, pretending that 
the higheſt Councellor of the Crown, ah no Right 
to offer his Advice, on ſuch Occaſions, it may beget 


a Queſtion, which T am afraid, ſome Perſons will 


know not how to anſwer. 

For Inſtance, it an inſolent domincering Prelate 
ſhould ever pretend to advance it as his Right, 
to nominate Biſhops in the Manner as the Lorp 
Hicn CHANCELLOR of GREAT BRITAIN ad- 
vifes the Crown, in the Nomination of Judges, 
if he ſhould be arrogant enough to affirm, that he 
might as properly interfere in ſupplying the Vacau- 


eies of Weſtminſter-Hall, as that Great Officer may 
recommend ta Vacant Sees, there can be no Difference 


made between ſuch a Behaviour, and the Caſe of 
5 A. | by Layp 


f 
) 


19 


61) 


Laub HIMSELF, as deſcribed in theſe Articles of 
In peachment before us. 

The Clergy of this Kingdom have ſworn to the 
Roy aL SUPREMACY,, and hold all their Powers, 
Emyluments and Eccleſiaſtical Offices, by the Giſt of the 
Civil Government; and as the Order of Biſhops ariſes 
from the Inſtitution of Temporal Laws, its Vacancies are 
to be ſupply*'d by the Mediation of Temporal Officers. 
You know, Sir, it is the GREAT SEAL alone, that 
hath any Virtue or Ef: in the OxbiINATION OF 
Bisnops. Without it the Clergy can have no Dig- 
nitaries amongſt them, and the Holy Cho muſt ceate 
in this Kingdom, as to its Effect in conferring of Cha- 
rafters. The Chancellor may refuſe to affix this Seal 
if he ſhall ſee Cauſe in his own Diſcretion; neither 
the Conge D'Elire, nor any Inſtrument which relates 
to the making of Biſhops, are Writs of Right, nor 
is he bound to pals them ex Officio, nor implicitely to 
obey the Warrants, which tranſmit them to him. 
He hath no Perils' or Fears attending his Refulal ; 
though if he ſhall think it proper to affix tle 
Great Seal in ſuch Caſes, the Clergy of all Order; 
and Degrees MusST OBEY IT, on Pain of the moſt 
ſevere Penalties. To ſeal ſuch Inſtraments of No- 
mination is o bis Part an AcT or CoNnSCIENCE, 
wherein he is to adviſe with his free Judgment, an! 
freely to offer the King his Opinion: Bur, if he 
ſeals them, the Conformity of the Church and their 
Obedience to the Crown are AcTs OF THE HIGHEST 
NEcrssiTyY, wherein they arc no more allowed a 
Latitude of judging or conſidering, than Sheriffs are 
in obeying the King's Writs of. Executwn. They 
perform them as Acts of the moſt ſimple and in- 
conditional Obedience, which admit of no Delays, nor 
Deliberations, nor Reſcriptions to the Prince. When 
the Clergy of this Kingdom are without Biſhops, they 


have 
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have no Right to any but from the, King's Pleaſure, 
who may keep the Se Vacant to an indefinite Term; 
for, no time lapſes with the CRown. When it is 
the Royal Pleaſure that ſuch vacant See ſhall be 
jupply'd, the Chapter of the Dioceſe have LEAVE 
To ELECT and Letters miſſiue paſs with the C5nge 
D'Elire, requiring them to Elect ſuch Perſon as the 
King herein nominates. If they do not return the 
Conge D'Alire, or if they diſobey the Letters Miſſive, 
they are guilly in a PREMUNIRE. 

Thus the Law of the Kingdom makes them 
meer paſſive involuntary Agents, moved by the ab- 
ſolute Will of the Sovereign: And whomſoever it 
is his Pleaſure to PREFER as a Biſhop, they have 
the Honour to A DOP TH as their Election, without 
the ſmallet Portion of Liberty, to demur or de- 
lay to chuſe another, or net t9 chuſe him. Laſtly, 
when the Clergy have had the King's PERMIT, 
to make a Perſon Biſhop of any particular See, 
the Archiiſhop of the Province, in Conſequence of 
this Cenge D* Elire, receives a MAN DATE, to make 
ſuch Perſon Biſhop of the univerſal Church, which 
Conſecration, or Conveyance of the imagined indelible 
Character, 1s as much the Effect of the Great 
Seal, as the Proceſs of Election, and as well the 
Mandates of Conſecration, as the Letters of Nomi- 
nalion, are equally truited to the Diſcretion and 
Remonſtrances of the Lord Chancellor for the time 
being, equally to be obeyed by the Clergy 1m- 
plicitly, and under the ſtricteſt Penalties. 

Thus in the making of Biſhops or other Dig- 


nitaries, SUBMISSION abſolute and unreſerved Sub- 


miſſion to Royal Prerogative, is the only Share 
which the Clergy are by the Laws of England 
entituled to, but the CHAN CELLOR, who affixes 
the Great Seal to every Inſtrument of Election 
or Creation. He, who by his Office gives Life 
1% every Nomiration of Biſhops, Dignitaries, and 

Church- 


(13) 
ö Churchmen preſerred by the Crown, it is his Right, — 
and it is H1s DuTy to adviſe the Crown. It 
belongs ſo juſtly to his Province, that were he 
to neglect it, there can be no Doubt that it 
would be a Crime in his Conduct, and he 1s lo far 
from being reſtrained as Churchmen are from ad- 
viſing in theſe Matters, that he is ſworn to it 
when he receives the Great Seal, nor ought to affix 
that Seal in ſuch Cafes, until he hath diſcharged 
this Duty. | 
Do you not ſee that the higheſt Churchman of 
this Kingdom was IuPpEAChED in Parliament, 
for that notwithſtanding he had taken the Oath of 
Supremacy, he took to himſelf the Nomination of 
Eccleſiaſtical Dignitaries, in high Diſhonour and Di- 
ſheriſon of the Crown : Shall then a /:bordinate 
Churchman pretend more Right to adviſe the Crown 
in the Exerciſe of this Prerogative, than his Metro- 
politan is by Law entitled to? And ſhall he with 
ſuperior Inſolence pretend to greater Rigi than the 
GREAT KEEPER OF THE RINOG's ConsSCIENCE ? — 
Shall ſuch a Perſon, againſt the fundamental Laws 
of the Conſtitution, intrude upon the Royal Preroga- 
tive? And ſhall not the ChHancELLoR of Greai 
Britain remember the Oath which he ſwore when 
the King deliver'd the Seals into his Keeping, ** That 
He ſhall not know, or ſuffer the Hurt or Diſheriting 
*© of the King, or that the Rights of the Crown be 
* decreaſed by any Mears, as far forth as he may le: 
or hinder ; and if he may not let or hinder it, he 
* ſhall make it clearly and expreſsly known to 
„the King with His true Advice and Counſel”. 
You have now Sir ſeen, that this GREAT Or- 
FICER hath an undoubred Right of adviſing, as 
well in the Nomination of Biſhops as of Judges; 
and that Churchmen have no Right of interfering in 
the Nomination of eher, This is moſt evident 
from the Laws, and apparent from Reaſon, Tt 
the Head of chat learned Profeſſion is adviſed with 
thoſe 
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in the Promotion of Judges, it is moſt undoubtedly 
true, that none are fo fit as Lawyers to recommend 
thoſe who are beſt ſkilled in the Science of Laus; 
and it can by no Means in the World hurt or endan- 
ger the Publick, that they recommend one another: 
On the other Hand it is as true, that the Caſe is 
very difterent in the Church where the eſſential Qua- 
lifications of Prieſts being Charity, Humility, and 
Chriſtian Piety, may eaſily be judged of by the 
Meaneſt of the People; where likewiſe the due 
Diſcharge of the Truſt repoſed in them depends 
more on their Honeſty and Moderation, than on 
their Learning or School Sufficiency \ and where the 
Courſe of Church Preferment cannot ariſe from a 
Cabal of Churchmen, without endangering the 
Royal Prerogative as well as the Rights of the People. 
It would not indeed ſurprize any Man, who 
knows the World, if he ſhould hear a Churchman 
pretend that, ** He has as much Right to nominate 
*© Tudges, as a Chancellor hath to adviſe in the 
Nomination of Biſbops. I fear ſuch aſpiring 
:mmoderate Men, would be glad to nominate one, 
as well as the other, if it might be permitted 
them; and conſidering that wonderful Cop Ex, which 
you have compiled, I ſhould think it extremely 
natural, that one of your Talents and Temper, in 
framing a Syſtem of Law, ſhould have an extra- 
ordinary Paſſion for introducing a Set of Judges 
to ſupport it. You will give me leave to reireſh 


your Memory, with ſome Particulars in our Hi— 


tory, When Biſhops nominated Biſhops, they 
made themſelves CHANCELLORsS likewiſe. When 
they once encroached ſo far on the Rights of the 
Great Seal, they ſoon obtained the Cuſtody of it, 
as the Privilege of their Function. But the Re- 


formation of the Church, RESTORED the Authority. 


of the Law, and when an exorbitant Churchman, 
began to unravel the Reformation, he made it a 
| Palt 
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Part of his Scheme, to ſubdue the Power of the 
Law, He took the Nomination of Biſhops to him- 
ſelf, he took upon him the Power of controuling 
the Courts of Fuſtice, and as a Commencement of 
his Claim, in making of Judges, he prevailed on 
the King, to enjoin the Lord Chancellor, that 
half of the Maſters in Chancery ſhould be ap- 
pointed from among Doctors of the Civil Law, 
becauſe Civilians uſually practice and officiate in the 
Courts of the Biſhops. | 

This Uſurpation of a Capal and Tyrannical 
Power, both in Spiritual and Temporal Affairs, to 
uſe the Words -of the Commons in their Impeach- 
ment againſt him, drew the Weight of that Pro- 
ſecution upon him, and as the Lord CLaRExnDoN 
wiſely obſerves, THE JusSTICE or THE KIiNG- 
DOM, WILL AT SOME TIME OR OTHER, BE TOO 
HARD FOR THE STRONGEST OPPOSERS AND 
OPPRESSORS OF IT. 


It is to be hoped, that after ſo heavy a Cen- 


ſure on one who was Head of his Profeſſion, for aſ- 


ſuming illegal Powers, and arwarrantable Functions, 
no ſubordinate Churchman, will ever pretend to 
at in that Capacity, which if it were a lawful 
one, could only belong to the Head of his Order. 
What would you, Sir, ſay, if ever your Fate 
ſhould mount you up to the Top of the Lad- 
der Eccleſiaſtical, and one of your Suffragans ſhould 
aſſume, in Excluſion of yourſelf, the moſt exorbitant 
Powers, that any in your owu exalted Station ever 
pretended to; deſpiſing the Authority of the Law ; 
ixvading the Rights of the CRowNn ; pIcTATING 
to Lords High Chancellors what belongs to their 
Office ; and diftating to the KING, his Sovereign, 
by publick Inſtructions in printed Papers, what 
Examples are fit for Chriſtian Princes to Imilate. 

I hope, Sir, you will agree with me, that if 
ever any ſuch daring Pretender to lawleſs and un- 


. rightea''s 
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Bieous Domination over us ſhould appear amongſt 
us, it will be our Duty, and I truſt we fhall nei- 
ther want Spirit nor Means to defeat him. An 
honeſt Eugliſpbman, and a dutiful Subject, muſt be 
moved in this Cafe, by the ſtrongeſt Dictates, which 
Love to his Country, or Allegiance to his Prince, 
can in any Caſe ſuggeſt to him. Whenever an 
aſſuming Prelaie, whole ſelfiſh and arbitrary Views 
are as evident, as his Malice and Cruelty againſt 
all who oppoſe them; whenever ſuch a Prelate 
ſhall lay Claim to the Nomination of Perſons to Ec- 
cleftaſtical Promotions, Dignities and Benefices in the 
Diſpoſition of h Croꝛon, the Succeſs of his Attempt 
mutt endanger the King, and the Fundamental 
Conſtitution. It once he prevail in this Practice, 
and gain ſuch an undue Share of Favour, as to 
recommend in ſupplyiug vacant Sees, and to ſet 
aſide in ſuch Promotions, ALL who are 4i/agree- 
able t9 himſe!f, HE WILL BRING THE WHOLE 
PowEtR Or THE Crown IN ECCLESIASTICAL 
AFFAIRS, INTO HIS OWN POSSESSION ; He will. 
draw all the Church Endowments and Dignities 
belonging to the Royal Nomination, within the 
Circle of his own Creatures and Dependents; He 
will diveſt the KING of his Princely Prerogative, 
to reward the Merit of his moſt deſerving Subjects, 
and to attach the AifeEtions and Gratitude of thoſe, 
who might be moſt uſeſul ro his Service: And when 


ſuch a Prelate hath long proceeded in this Courſe 


of advancing to the higheſt Stations, and the moſt 
valuable Promotions, his own Set of Flatterers and 


| SLAaves, it will not, I fear, be found that they 


hold themſelves under Obligations to their Prince, 


but to this Proteſtant PonTire, who will teach 


them, that the Power delegated to them by the Crown, 
may be a Weapon in their Hands, to wound the 


 Prerogative of the Crown. Whatever Uſurpations 
"| he ſhall attempt on tbe King's Authority, he will 


incite 
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incite them to join with him in, for the Ad- 

vancement of their Common Ambition: And it ſuch 
Ambition or Inſolence ſhall at any Time be re- 
preſſed by a Prince jealous of his Honour, and 
juſtly attentive to the Preſervation of the ancient 
Rights belonging to his Crown, They will threa- 
ten to cabal againſt him; They will tamper with 
Civil Factions, to revenge the juſt Rebukes which 
they may receive from their i7jured and offended 
Sovereign 3 They will contrive Bargains with Par- 
ties, to diſtreſs the Crown for the Exaltation of 
themſelves; They will employ the Weight and 
Intereſt of their Temporalities, to make Diviſions 
in the Peorle, to influence the publick Councils, 
and even Parliamentary Elections: Evils, none of 
which can happen, if the Crown ſhall 7e/ain to 
itſelf entire, the EXERCISE OF ITS own PRE- 
ROGATIVES. For, if the Prince on the Tyrone, 
ſhall continue to adviſe with his Civil Counſcl- 
lors, or reſort to his own Knowledge of Man- 
kind, in ALL his Nominations to Eccleſiaſtical Dig- 
:21ties, if he . ſhall conſtantly promote Men who 
he knows to deſerve his Favour, and 19 regard 
him with faithful Aﬀet3ion, if he docs this without 
the Interpoſition of any ei deſigning Church- 
nan, however poſſible it is, that ſome Miſtakes 
may happen in Particulars, yet on the whole, it 
is morally impoſſible, that the Dependance 6 
thyſe he promotes can belong to any Intereſt but 
10% that of the CRown ; they will owe the Crown 
their natural Gratitude, and having received the 
Favour of their Advancement from the King ALON, 
none will ſtand in the way to intercept that Duty and 
Service which they ought to return bim: Whereas if 
he ſhould, at any time to come, ſuffer his Chr 
Promotions to be modelled by any six If PRi- 
= LATE, He will fee that Prelate veſted in a ſhort time 
with a Power, almoſt able to controu! ſupreme 
, | Authority 
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Authority; He will ſee the Devotion which ought 
to be paid to him alone, in right of his Royalty, 
paid in his high Uiſhonour and Prong to a PRIEST, 
a proud aſſuming Prieſt, who will threaten, that 
if his own Creatures are rot advanced, or if any 
Perſon, diſagreeable io his Humours or Intereſts, 
ſhall be advanced, thar he will never be feen in 
the Court, nor appear in the Service of his Prince; 
and even that he will arm al! tbe Ecdefraſticks 
in the Kingdom with Clamour and Fary, to avenge 
his unchriſtian Quarrel. 

Such a $/irit as this, or any that reſembles it, 
ought to be fuppreſſed with early Care. There 
is uo Service to a Court, that can pretend to pal- 
liate the Groceth of ſuch alarming Encroachments 
upon the Power of the Crown, and there is xo En- 
eroachment upon the Regal Prerogative, ſo dan- 
gerous to Mankind, to Civil Liberty, and Common 
Safety, as the Ulurpation of F clefrafticks. It ever 
the leaſt Sign of ſuch Encroachment ſhould a 
pear, ſtop the Progreſs of it immediately. If in- 
dulgent Grace and Favour may at any time ſuffer 
it to go too far, let nothing be neglected to re- 
ſtra it. Nothing can be tc preat a Venture, 
to riſque in the Undertaking. Nothing can be 
a more dreadful Hazard, nay, more certain Ruin, 
than to ſuffer chat it ſhould proceed. If ever its 
Progreſs ſhould appear to be beyond Reſtraint, 
the Power of the Crown, the LEGAL PRERO- 
GATIVE of the KNC, is then ſwallowed up, per- 
haps, beyond Recovery; and the Prince on the 
Thron?, who ſhould ſuer bi; Clergy to flatter him 
out of his met eſſential Authority, would find 
ſuch FLatTERERS become his TyYRANTSs, and 
the Power with which he parted to oblige them, 
would be employed to fe bis A Fairs; nay, 
to dejiroy HIMSELF and bis Fam : He would 
be but. the Cypher of Royalty; He would be en- 
viron'd, 


prevail, becauſe the Rev. Dr. G 
the Author of that Letter, after he hath ſaid in the 


(19) 
viron'd by the Power of the Church, and Ex- 
SRossED by a vile Cabal of inſolent Eccleſiaſticks, 

It is moſt evident that the Growth of this Eccleſi- 
aſtical Tyranny would take its riſe, Six, from that 
Scheme which you propoſe for the trying and diſqualyſy- 
ing Candidates to Church Preferments , J mult there 
fore adhere to my former Opinion, that the Exam- 
ple which you advertiſed for the Uſe of Chriſtian 
Princes, in the Daily Journal of February 27. is 
not fit for Chriſtian Princes to imitate. 

I am apt to fear you have made an ill Applica- 
ion of an excellent Treatiſe ſet forth ſome Years 
ſince, by a reverend and eminent Perſon, to conci- 
liate the Minds of the Clergy, when they were 
divided by a Commitment of one of their Biſhops, 
on a Charge of High Treaſon, This Letter to the 
Clergy, which was publiſhed in the-Zear 1722, is 
it1}] preſerved in the 24th Volume of the Political State 
of Great Britain; and as it is there ſaid, by Mr. Abel 
Boyer, was generally reported to have been written 
by the R. R. Dr. G N then L B — 
of L LN. Now ſince ſo great an Authority 
muſt have paſſed into every Man's Hands, it muſt 
be confeſſed, there were ſome Paſſages in that Letter, 
which coming from one ſo deſervedly truſted in 
the Depth of Eccleſiaſtical Secrets, may poſſibly 


have miſled the Weak and Undiſcerning, to enter- 


rain falle and incongruous Notions of the Manner 
n which our Church is govern'd. 


I fear, moſt worthy Dr. Codex, you have imagined, 
that ſuch a Scheme as you have propoſed for trying 


of Eccleſiaſtical Candidates, might one Day or other 
u, if he was 


firſt Diviſion of his Diſcourſe, Par. IV. that it 


Lad been his Majeſty's continual and prudent Rule to 
Conſult or BB DiREcTED by bis Biſhops, in the 


Diſpoſal of Preferments of every Rank in the Church, 
1 C proceeds 
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proceeds in this Manner to exult upon the Occaſion, 
„ What, ſays che Reverend Wruer, can ſhew a 
greater Truſt placed in, or Deſerence paid to Is 
« Biſhops, than to SHARE as it were His RoYAL 
„ F»-EROGATIVE WITH THEM, and MAKE HIM- 
„EL BUT A KIND OF EXCECUTOR OF THEIR 
© PLEASURE, Here then adds the Letter 
„Writer, let us, the CTI EROT, Rejoice, Sc.“ 
Now ſhould this amazing Paſſage be thought too 
much tor a modeſt Clergyman to fay, of his own 
Order or of his anointed Head, ſhould it be thought 
fiurendous Inſolence, to tell the World that the 
K— HIMSELF is DIRECTED by B Ps, that 
HE SHARES bis Royal Prerogative with Eccleſiaſticts, 
and is BUT AN EXCECUTOR OF THEIR PLEA- 
SURE: Let us aſk ourſelves at the ſame Time, 
hath not this very Clergyman, who writes in this 
Manner during Fhiriy or Forty Years paſt, both 
preached and [cron to maintain the Roy AL SUPRE- 
MACY of the King his Sovereign in all Cauſes, and 
over all Perſons at well ECCLESIASTICAL as Civil? 
And how is ſuch @ Clergyman to be regarded, when 
after having entitled himſelf to ſo man Bignities 
and Emo:uments, by the Kepetition of ſuch Oaths, 
he ſhall, in Defiance of them, affirm that the & 
bumſelf, his ſupreme Head and Sovereien, hath been 
DIRECTED by B -i, who have ſworn io be di- 
rected by Linz; or that a Prince of fo ſublime a Dig- 
ity could ever ſubmit to ſuch Di/bonour and Diſperis 
fon of his Crown, as to SHARE his Royal Preroga- 


tives with his Eccleſiaſtices ; And what is ſtill more 


injurious to Imperial Majzjly, and ignominious to 
his lacred Character, that KF, our SOVEREIGN 
Lozxp Tar K could ever MAKE HIMSELF to 


be conſider'd and ſpoken of as Bur THE EXEcu- 

TOR OF THE PLEASURE of PRIESTS! 
Were thele Expreſſions ever to be defcribed in 
the Language of an IMPEACEMENT, and in the 
V1907918 
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vizorous Style of Parliaments, they would be charged 
by an House or Commons, as inſolent, wicked 
and traiterous Words, expreſsd in high Contempt 
and Derogation of the Royal Authority, in Dimi- 
nution of the ſupreme Dignty of the imperial 
Crown of theſe Kingdoms, and highly Diſreſpect- 
ful ro the ſacred Perſon of our Lord the K 
tending to infuſe groundleſs Fealoufies into his Ma- 
jeſty's Subjects, that his Royal Prerogative 15 SHARED, 
and his Adminiſtration DIRECTED, to the Prejudice 
of the People, and to the Diſhonour of the Crown, 
and tending to leſen that Reverence which all his 
Majeſty's Subjects owe to Him their licge Lord and 
Sovereign. 

Yet whilſt the Meaning of this Reverend Letter 
Writer comes under theſe alarming Conſiderations, 
we are ftill, if poſſible, ſtartled more by what he 
ſays in the ſecond Part of his Diſcourſe, Sefton JI. 


Par. V. where enumerating the OaTas taken by 


Clergymen, among which the OaTH or SUPREMA- 
CY 1s one, he adds, That after this Gordian Knot is 
<< faſten'd on the Conſciences of Clergymen, which 
no Art or Time can looſen, and which nothing 
but Yiolence and Wickedneſs can cut, how muſt 
*© THEY appear to the World? How Back, how 
deteſtable, if they act contrary to this ſacred En- 
gagement? How much muſt the Chriſtian Religion, 
*© how much muſt even Natural Religion be weak- 
e ened by ſuch a Behaviour in the Clergy ? Believe 
„me BRETHREN, continues the Priter, that no 
c Imputation, no Stain can fix ſo faſt to our Church 
„as this. Ir is a STAB almoſt in a vital Part, 
and only a vi/ible contrary Behaviour in us can 
ebe the effectual Remedy in a Caſe of ſo much 
„ Danger,” 

Tell, me, Sir, what your Opinion muſt be of a 
Writer, who, whilſt he was cheriſhing ſuch a Spirit 
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and Diſpoſition in his own Mind, and whilſt he was 
advancing ſuch Pretenſ;ons, in the Letter which he 
vas writing, hath in the ſame Breath loaded them 
with ſuch a Weight of Guilt and Infamy, as the laſt 
recited Paragraph Contains. 

Dr. G N, or the Author of that Letter, was 
Iikewiſe pleaſed to ſay in the fixth Paragraph of his 
firſt Diviſion, in this Diſcourſe, * That it had been 
«© experienced, that 1 WAS MUCH SAFER TO LAY 
THE Loins or THE Law upon A LAYMAN, 
THAN. THE LITTLE FIN ER OF IT UPON A 
CLERGYMAN. 

However poſſible it is that vain and ignorant Men 
may feed their Hopes with ſuch Imaginations, let 
me as a Friend, warn % not to err on this Head, 
for il ever your Practice ſhall deſerve a publick En- 
quiry, or an exemflary Puniſoment, you will find, 
as the worthy Lord Clarendon ſaid, that the JusTICE 
OF THE KINGDOM will one Day or other be Too 
HARD for you, however ſtrongly ou may OPPOSE 
Or OPPRESS it. 

Do not therefore indulge a Dream which reflects 
ſo much Diſhonour on the Fuſtice of the Kingdom. 
Do not imagine that in theſe Times it can be at 

all Jufer do {ay the Loins of the Law o LAv- 

MAN, than the Little Finger of i on a CLERGY- 
MAN. Dr. Gx, however he happened to 
drop this Expreſſion, will be ſo far from ſupport- 
ing you, that HE will be cited to ſhew you the 
H MN and Wickedneſs of ſuch vain Apprebenſions. 

Give me leave then, Sir, to lay before you H1s 
Sentiments on the CRIMES OF ECCLESIASTICKS, 
and the PUNISHMENTS which Societies ought to pro- 
vide againſt them. A Leſſon which I hope will have 
ſome Iuſinence on your Conduct, as it comes from 
SUCH Authority. 


In 
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In the tenth Paragraph of the Jaſt cited Diviſi 1072 
of his Letter, he addreſſes himſelf to the Nag in 
this PEMARKABLE Manner. 

I preſume, /ays he to bis Reverend Bretlivs, 
there is no Proteſtant among us who believes 
that a BIsgop, as 4 Biſhop, is, or ought to be 


cc 


cc 


c exempt from civil Enquiries. That erroneous No- 
. ff as baniſh'd fr Ile with Poperv. | 

tion was baniſh'd trom our Iſle with Popery, long 
0 


ago, and the KinG's SUPREMACY over all his 
& Subjefts is not doubted of by any Member of 
« our Church. Indeed when a Prelate acts with- 
in his proper Sphere, a larger Portion of Reſpect 
& js due But whenever any one of that high 
« Station acts contrary to his Religious Character, 
& and ſtrikes at the Eſtabliſhment of bis Country, 
it is his Intereſt that his /acy-d Oſice be not re- 
„ garded in the Qyeſtion, left it ſerve only to ag- 
2 gravate the Crimes proved againſt him; or ts 
++ ſpeak in the Language of the Great St. Paul, to 
e make his SIN exceeatng SINFUL. It may be con- 
« fider'd further, that a Crime againſt the Conſtitu- 
«6 tion is equally dangerous, whether it be carried 
on by Lay or Ey1ScaPaL Hanps, by one that 
„ wears a Sword, or a HAT or Lawn. That 
© State mult be . to a Proverb, which will. 
not take the ſame neceſſary Precautions againſt 
the one as the other; for, the Care of the publick 
is above any private Regard, becatiſe it includes 
in it alt other Relations, whether Natural, Civil 
* or Eccleſiaſtical For my part, fays 
4% MW. 1, I cannot but look upon this as an 
* Inſtance of ſteady and impartial Juſtice, ſuch as 
4 every Government ought to obterve 3 and I 
„ would not wiſh myſelt a Member of a more 
Platonick Common-wealth, than where every 
Man who enters into ſuch Meaſures as endanger 
my Liberty, my Property, or my Religion, be che 
C 3 Civil 
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Civil or SacRxD, wear he a Garter or a 
„ Mirxx, is upon Diſcovery of his Deſigns, brought 


c 


* 


0 


Ld 


to a fair Trial, and does upon Conviction, pay 
„ that DzBT or PunIQHMENT which the known 
«© Laws f his Country demand.” 

In the next Paragraph he till ſpeaks in ſame juſt 
and forcible Manner, That the JusTice and 
* SAFETY of the Nation require that all Deliz- 
„ gquents be conſider'd and cenſured as Delinguents, 
without any regard to the Ofice, or Titie, or 
Honour which they bear.“ 

I hope, Sir, after this you will never delude 
vourſelf to think, that it can be /afer to lay the 
Loins of the Law on @ Layman, than the Little 
Finger of it on a CLERGYMAN, You will be of 
Opinion with me, that it is a Poſition full of 7z-_ 
folence and Scandal to the Fuſtice of the Kingdom, 
a Poſition which is fraught with Malice againſt 
our Conſtitution, and which imputes the moſt partial, 


* 


oppreſſive, and unjuſt Proceedings to the good Pectle 


of England. 
It, Sir, you ſhould ſtill entertain any Fondneſs 


for theſe deteſtable Notions, ler me expoſtulate with 


you in the admirable Words of the Reverend Writer 
in the third Paragraph of his firſt Diviſion, where 
he tells us, he is appeaſing the little Jealouſies and 
Suſpicions which ſuch as you are apt to harbour in 

1. 
know, ſays Dr. G u, that it is natural 
* for Men of all Socigyes, even of incorporated 
Trades, though neve mean in the Eſteem of 
* the World, to be alarm'd at any Thing which 
* may ſeem to reflect Diſbonour on them as a Body, 


or which brings the Perſons of their particular 


* Governors in Danger; for where there is a 
*© Union of Intereſt, there is always a common Fea- 
* louſy of Danger. But why ſhould not WE, Gen- 

h tlemen, 
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ce tlemen, addreſſing bimſelf to the Clergy, wr who 
are bred up ts Letters, and have received that ge- 
% nerous Education in our Univerſities which is 
* uſually thought not unworthy the Youth of the 
* higheſt Quality; why ſhould not we, who under- 
„ ſtand how to 4 iinguifh and ſeparate thoſe things 
in our Minds which the ani and unlearned 
„ coNnNFOUND, ſce clearly that it may be reajonable 
and neceſſary for the Government to animagvert 
«© upon one of gur Order, even in the ſtricteſt Manner, 
at the ſame Time that it reverences the Holy 
Function with which he is inveſted.“ 

You will not imagine, now you have heard ſuch 
Recitals from gt *udicious Divine, nor durſt you 
ſuggeſt, that Dr. 1 can poſlibly ſerve you as 
an Authority in = of your unwarraitable Claims, 
or cover you from the- Cenſures due to your unlaw- 
fu! Uſurpations. If any thing, Sir, could reclaim 
you to the Humility of a Chriſtian Clergiman, or to 
the Duty and Allegiance of an Englih Subject ; if any 
thing could inſpire you with a juſt Senſe of your 
Oaths and Obligations, it muſt be the Words of 
this great and able Churchman, whoſe Lelter of Ad- 
vice to the Clergy, I can never be weary of tran- 
ſcribing. 

The ſecond Part of his Diſcourſe, Section the firſt, 
is opened in theſe Words. Give me leave to 
© repreſent that with too many Men, we ive Clergy 
lay under the Scandal oi being a RzesTLEss and 
*© UNGOVERNABLE Bopy. The Charge I know 
js not a true one, but it would grieve the Heart 
f a goed Man, to find that there ſhould be any 
*© the leaſt Handle for ſuch an unworthy Aiperfion 3 
for, Sedition or Deſigns againſ; the Conſtitution, is 
in a Clergyman an accumulated Crime; it is a 
*© whole Cluſter of Sins in one, and as many more 
„ Asggravations when committed by us A by any 
others. For 
| ce 
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„We have ſolemnly dedicated curſelves to the 


Miniſtry of Holy Things, we have turn'd ovi 


Backs upon the Cares of a ſecular Calling, and 
have confined ourſelves to the more immediate 


ſervice of Religion; ſo that for vs to be con- 


cerned in publick n which are not made a 
Part of our Duty by the Laws; even though 
we ſhould act in them #prighily, is hardly jujti- 
Fable, and may well ſeem a temporary Depar- 
ture from the Buſineſs of our Calling: Beſides, we 

never had yet much Reputation for our Sill in 
judging of publick Matters — Why then ſhould 
we quit that ſacred Province in which our Fellow 

Subjects will eaſily allow us to be able Judges of 
Divinity, for that in which (let us confeſs it ircely 
for all the World knows it, and I think it for ow 

Credit) we are not, we cannot well be Judges 
of Poſiticke. N 

We are all of us Men appointed to promote 
the Peace of Mankind, and to preach the Doc- 
trines of OBzpience to the higher Powers in 
being, and of mutual Love and go Mill io one 
another ; and can it ſeem leſs than a wile Hipocriſy, 
or a direct Diſbelief of the great Truths of Scrip- 
ture, it we give any juſt Occaſion for ovr Civil 
Governors 20 0 ſuſpe®t 1s as Seditious and Dilobe- 
dient Subjects? We ſay, and rightly too, in our 
Sermons, that we are an Order of Men neceſſary 
to Government: Let us then by our Actions 
prove this Truth, to thoſe who think other- 
wiſe of us. We are ſome of us cloquent and 
copiers, in proving that Society cannot long 
ſubſiſt without Teachers of Religion: Let us then, 
beſeech you, make it wvi/ible to all Men, that 


we endeavour to ſupport the Society in which 


we are ſo happily planted, and labour with all our 
Power, to diſappoint the Attempts of thoſe who 
would overturn it, 

* We 


1 TH) 

4 „% We of all Men do, with an i Grace, endea- 
*« vour to work up our Audience into Fury, eſpeci- 
ally againſt the Slate; it is the very Reverſe of 
* our. Profeſſion, and is juſt ſuch a Solæciſin in Divi- 
„ nity as Super/tition in Philoſophy. - 

«© We are to conſider ourſelves ſtill {urther, as in 
*« ſome fort PENSION ERS 0 the State in which we 

4 ce live, Leſt this be nor underſtood as it is meant, 
give me leave to expreſs myſelf more clearly by 
bs ſaving, that though we have a Claim from Scrip- 
ture and Reaſon, to a Maintenance in the La. 
++ bour of the Goſpel, yet the particular Aſignmen! 
* of that Portion which 2ve enjoy, is the FREE GIF 

OF OUR GOVERNMENT 3 or if any one will make 
a Difficulty in allowing this, yet he cannot deny 
that the Lan E REvenvuss as well as the Ho- 
Nous attending the higher Stations of the Church, 
* do entirely flow from the BounTyY OF ou Laws, 
„ and are the PENSIONSs, which a wiſe Society 
pays to its diftingnſhed Eccleſiaſticks, for the Re- 
ward of their uncommon Piety and Learning, 
and of the Paltern which they are ſuppoſed to give 
* of SUBMISSION TO THEIR CIVIL GoveR- 
“ NoRS. Some of us enjoy not only what is ne- 
0 ceſſary for ſupporting us in the ſacred Buſineſs of 
% our Calling, but have an Abundance ſufficient to 
« make us fit down in the Rank of the Great and 
© WearLThy. And J have often thought that if 
*© ſome amongſt us, who have been the warmeſt Ad- 
« wvocates for the Divine Right of our Incomes, 
*« were ſtrictly to take the Meaſure of them from 
What is /aid concerning them in the Goſpel, they 
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cc 


cc 


ce 


would LOSE AT LEAST ONE HALF OF THEIR 
REVENUES IN THE DANGEROUS EXPERIMENT, 
and perhaps have but the TYTHE LEFT THEM 

orf WHAT THEY NOW EN Joy from the Munifi- 

) = *#* cence of the Legiſlalure. This therefore is an Ar- 
| «© gument 
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% gument of MUCH WEIGHT! And may teach us 
«© that as our Civil Governors are our Benefaftors, 
* whoever reſiſts them muſt appear baſely unthank- 
ful, and cannot ſhake off his Obedience, without 
« taking upon himſelf a full Load of the Inramy 
$* of INGRATITUDE.” 

I have now complea:ed ſuch Extras from this 
Letter of Pr. G as can be fit for your At- 
tention moſt reverend Dr. Cop Ex. You have now 
ſeen the Judgment of Parliament in the IMpyacn- 
MENT of a former ſpiritual Offender, for taking to 
himſelf the Royal Nomination ta Eccleſiaſtical Dig- 
wities and intruding upon the Place of great Officers 
appointed to adviſe the Crown. You have ſeen the 
ſevere Animadverſions of the grave Author, your 
Reverend Brother, fo often cited againſt you; and 
it may be expected you will not hereafter advance 
a Claim of Right, that any of your Profeſſion ſhould 
DIRECT the K— or that any Eccletaftick whatever 
ſhould sHARE his Royal Prerogative, or that his 
Majeſty ſhould make himſelf zur THE ExpcurtoR 
OF YOUR PLEASURE. | 

It is however clear and inconteſtable, that this 
will be the Cafe, this daring and dangerous En- 


roachment will be carried on, if ever a Govern- 


ing Prelate ſhall aſſume to himſelf the Right f 
REPUDIATINO CHARACTERS, when they ſhall be 
recommended 10 Eccleſiaſtical Preſerment. Let any 
Man conſider the Conſcquence of this Practice, 
and he muſt ſee, that Ambition and Avarice would 
by ſuch Means, have the largeſt Opportunity, of 
extending their moſt deſtrudlive and rapacious Pro- 


' jefts. It an Ixquis1Tion were lodged in the 


Hands of one or more Churchmen, to TRy and 
JUDGE any Candidate for Royal Promotion in the 
Church: If this might be done by the Evidence 
Or low and profi: ale Perſons; by Diſcoveries of 

loge 


( 29) 

looſe Words and private Converſations, pretended 
to have happened at any former Diſtance of time, 
ſo that the Opportunities may be Irrecoverably loſt, 
of recollecting every material Circumſtance, of ſet- 
ting things in their rue Lights, and bringing thoſe 
who were preſent, beſides the famous Informer, 
to bear Witneſs of what was really ſpoke in his 
Hearing : If this, I fay, is to be the Scheme and 
Proceſs of ſuch an Inquiſition, no ARBITRARY 
CuUuRCHMAN in future Times, will ever be with- 
out a Kelinue of Eccleſiaſtical Aſidavit Makers, 
and Spiritual Preferment Stoppers, who will pro- 
ſtitute their Oaths and Inventions, to blaſt the Cha- 
ratters of ail Men, who may be likely to Riſe in 
the Church contrary to his Intereſts, ſo that he 
may indulge his Love of Power, his Luſt of Lu- 
cre, his Envy, his Hatred, his Caprice or Warm, 
to ruin the faireſt Reputaiions: And as the beſt Men 
in the World will be the moſt obnoxious to his 
Reſentments, the moſt formidable ts his Power, and 
the molt to be dreaded by his jealous Ambition, Such 
Men will be the firſt to feel the Fury of his In- 
quiſition, and to be DEFAMED by the peſtilent 
Tribe of his abandoned INFORMERS. 

Such were the Practices common in this King-. 
dom, before the Reformation of the Church, when Ed. 
mund, the cruel and violent Biſhop of London, eclipſed 
the Power of the Crown, branaed the moſt deſerving 
af the Clergy, and butcher'd the moſt Innocent of the 
Laity, As he carried on every iniquitous Project, he 
retain*d every infamous Proſtitute; and a memorable 
Inſtance of his vengeful Temper occurs to my preſent 
Recollection. He had ſeen a Clergyman riſe to a 
Dreanary by the Aſſiſtance of very honourable 
Patrons, whoſe Power he conſider'd with as much 
we as he beheld it employ'd to his fore Vexation: 
Whilſt the Affair depended he had try'd every de- 
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cent 7. r to defeat them; He was not immedi- 
ately willing to break with them, and thought that 
his Ends might be carried by ſmooth Expedients; 
but when once he found his Intrigues were baffled 
by their ſuperior Diſcernment, and the Promotion 
was obtain'd ſo much to his Diſappointment, he 
gave the utmoſt Scope to his Malice and REveNGE. 
The frſt vacant Biſboprick was made ule of as the 
fitteſt occaſion for the Exerciſe of both. The very 
Perſon whoſe Advancement he had ſo lately labour'd 
to obſtruct, did E himjelf officiouſly name to ſup- 
ply that vacant See, when no Man ask'd or expect - 
ed it: And this moſt inſidious Offer he made with 
expreſs Deſign to poſſeſs himielt of a proper Op- 
portunity, whereby he dzfamed the Perſon, and ſet 
him aſide in the Promotion which he with /o much 
Treachery had oFF1CIOUSLY pretended to d. ſign 1n 
his Favour ;. making his Reputation the Burr of 
ſpiritual Infermers, and fixing his PRELATICAL 
BRAND on his Name, as a laſting Puniſhment due 
to that Eccleſiaſtick & had dared to rife in the 
Church without IS CONSENT, and as a perpetual In- 
capacity ever to riſe in any future Inſtance, 1 muſt 
not diſmiſs this Affair without a juſt Remark. It 
was the Glory of a moſt renowned Proteſtant Qu EN 
that She mortified the Pride, and cruſned the Po- 
wer of this Unchriſtian Prelate. 

It I ſhould view this Scheme of an Inquis1- 
TION, in the Lights of your own Intereſt, I be- 
lieve I could eaſily deter you from purſuing any 
ſuch pernicious and deteſtable Project. Are you, 
Sir, ſo warm in your Situation, that you deſire 
no earibly Advancement, or are you fo ſecure in 
your Reputation, that ſuch a Method of Practice, 
Juch an Inquiſition, might not eaſily deſtroy it? 
And are you ſure, that you have no Enemy in the 
Nord, whoſe Averſion to your higher Promotion, 
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might not induce to ſeek out Mitueſſes of yout 
former Life and Behaviour ? Think then, that if 
a proud, ambitious, and malicious Prelate, ſhould 
ever have the Opportunity of &b/trufting your Ex- 
haltation, by fixing a Stain on your Charatter, 
Whether his Reſort among, your u Comrades might 
not furniſh ſuch an Adverſary 415 fit Inſtruments t9 
aſperſe you And whether the Lure of his Favour, 
might not ſeduce ſome hungry ftarving Ecclefiaſiick, 
to teftity that which every Man would reject cvith 
Scorn, were it not ſanctified by thoſe Solemnities, 
which provoke our Abborrence * Suppoſe that any 
one ſhould have ſo much Mill, and allow him- 
felf ſo large a Liberty, as to aver againſt you, 
Sir, that hirty Years ſince, or uhr, 455 you were 
a moſt virulent Jacobite, and not only expreſſed 
the utmoſt Rancour againſt the Revolution, but 
pledg'd, in divers Companies, the molt Anlauf 
Healths, and refuſed the Oaths by Law required: 
Or that ſuch a Charge hath been ſo notorious," 
and you ſo extremely ſenſible of its Weight acainſt 
you, that the 1a Incumbent of the See now vacant, 
was by your Arts and Influence obſtructed for 
TEN YEARS together, in HIS RISE 70 à Biſhoprick, 
becauſe he had faid, that you was 4 F ACO- 
BITE BY NATURE, AND AWHIG BY 
GRACE. Do you not think, that were it poſſible 
to procure ſuch Depoſitions, it would be very hard 
upon you, it Encouragement ſhould . be given to 
evil or envious Men, in the Buſine/s of aefamiiig 
you, and that ſuch Defamation ſhould prevent you 
trom the Benefit of ſuch Promotions, as the greateſt 
Perſons had endeavoured to procure, or Reyal Fa- 
vour intended to give you? And would you have 
been content to have /oſt a Biſhoprick, or would 
you be willing to hazard an higher Promotion 
on ſuch an Experiment, as bringing t to Light the 
| In- 


( 32 ) 
Tniquities, which might be poſſibly charged on the 
Courſe of the , in a Train of Exa#ions, Ex- 
tortions, Oppreſſions, and Atis of Injuſtice ? 

Do not therefore recommend tuch Schemes to 
the Publick, or to the Crown, as muſt, and will 
be one Day or other the Introduction of this Practice, 
and may be the Deſtruction of your otwn Credit, 
If you did but reflect on what ſome Men have 
done, you would tremble to conſider what * 2 
of their Complexion may do; I have heard of 
CHURCHMAN, Who promoted a Proſecution 
againſt a very ſcandalovs Offence 3 and on the Ac- 
cuſation of that unnatural Sin, many were purſued; 
even to the laſt Sentence and Execution of the Law: 
This Perſon, with great Oſlentation, boaſted of this 
Service which he had performed, to the Cauſe of 
Religion and Virtue, It nevertheleſs happened, that 
a Prieſt in the Diſtrict, where he had Authority, 
a Man of the moſt profiizate Principles, and in all 
Reſpects of the moſt infamous Character, was known 
to him by the meritorious Diſtinttion of a moſt 
violent Bigot. As he was known to all the World 
by every immoral Practice, and by his avow'd 
Diſſaffection to the Royal Fans/y. This wicked Man, 
and what better could be expected from him, 
was as unnatural in his Vices, as he was odious in 
his Behaviour, He had long been made ſcanda- 
lous by his moſt ſhocking Amours, and at length 
was expo/2d by one of a Cary ant kind carried on 
with the CIE AEK or Is own PARISH 3 he had 
by his Practices on this Perſon, brought kim into 


: Hands, and under the Orerations of Surgeons. 


The Fact was too notorious tor the Crime to paſs 
unpuniſhed, The bong? Loity thought it a Mat- 
ter, fit for the Cognizance and CorreQion of the 
Civil Magiſtrate; but whilſt this purpoſe was in 
Agitation, his Revares:d Superior interpoſed, & 
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the Honour of his Order, deſiring that this vile 
Delinquent might be firſt proſecuted in the Spa 
RITUAL COURT, where having once been formally 
diveſted of his Eccleſiaſtical Character, he might 
then be decently delivered up to the Secular Power, 
and puniſhed in his Lay Capacity, for Crimes 
which he actually had attempted in his Clerical 
Habit. The Profecution under this Management, 
was begun, was ſpun out with tedious Delays, 
and after the moſt ?rifling Defence, was at length 
concluded to the Condemnation of the accuſed Party. 
An Appeal was then lodged, was protracted in an 
extraordinary Manner, and the Appellant found 
GvuILTY again of thoſe unnatural Practices which 
had been laid to his Charge. See now the Uſe of 
theſe Delays ! The Proſecution had been ſo long 


depending, that it would have had no Counte- 


tenance in the Civil Courts, had an JIndiftment 
been preferred ſo long after the Fact was Com- 
mitted, The Father of the Flock having there- 
fore with this Deſign, prevailed by his Influence, that 
the Proceſs ſhould continue fo long depending, did 
at laſt, with great Humility, and brotherly Love, 
by his good Offices, moderate the Fudgment, and 
SCREEN the unnatural Offender from Juſtice, ſo 
that the Spiritual Fudge, condemn'd him as GUiL- 
TY OF ALL THOSE UNNATURAL PRACTICES, yet 
diſcharged him by a Commutation of 1001. Cofts ; 
reproving him, in the graveſt Style for this, criminal 
Converſation with his CLERK, and enjoining him 
not to commit ſuch filthy Sins in Time to come. 
Thus was Juſtice diſarmed of her Power to pu- 
niſh the worſt Offences ! Thus did an intriguing Ec- 


cleſiaſtical, 8eREEN Enormities in his own Order, 


which he had followed with all the Vengeance of 
Law in the Caſe of other Men! And do you not 


think, that were ſuch a Man to be entruſted with 
dupreme 


K 


Supreme Power in the Church, he would employ it 
as wickedly and aus partially, in STIGMATIZING 
fomc,as he hath employed it in $6CKEENING of others ? 
And that as he can protect the 4v97/t ſart of Men 
in their Crimes, for being ſubſerwient to his ex- 
orbitant Proj.cts, he would BLAC CEN THE fair 
ReyevTATt1oN of others, for being 199 honeſt to join 
in ſupporting his Iniquities * ee 

Such Behaviour in any Churchman, contributes 
more than all the Vorts of Iußdelity, to blemiſh 
the Honour, and ſubvert the Foundation of the 
Chriſtian Religion. Thoſe who have the Cauſe of 
Virtue and Fiery moſt at Heart, loſe their Zeal 
in the Service, or the Support of a Church, whilſt 
they ſee Churchmen acting in ſuch a Manner, and 
Church Authority, proſtituted to ſuch unchriſtian 
Ends. One PaSsTOR of this Complexion conſutes 
ALL the Paſtoral Letters that ever were written ; 
and the World will be apt, however unjuſtly, to 
conceive, that nothing was ever charged on Ec- 
elcſiaſticks which was not true, if ever they ſhall 
ſce chere is nothing immoral, but what /ome 0 
the Order can commit, eſpecially if /ach Offenders 
ſhould be of /uch Rank, that their Example can- 
not be of more extenſive Influence, than it ought 
to be of lafting Infamy. 

But if ever we ſhould have the Misfortune to 


ſee the Scheme which you have recommended to 


the Dnitation of Chriſtian Princes, obtain under 
aur Conſtitution; if ever we ſhould ſee a diſhoneſt 
and a defaming Churchman, endeavour by his Ca- 
lumnies and his InroxMERS, to propagate Falſhoods, 
and promote PERIVURIES, thereby ro diſgrace an 
innocent Man, whoſe Merit he envies, and whoſe 
Integrity he locks on with fearful Eyes; if thus he 
ſhall labour to circumvent the moſt «vortby, and 
ruin the molt amiable Charatter, may there 2 
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be wanting a GREAT and PowERFUL PATRON, 
to ſuſtain the Cauſe of Innocence, whoſe AuTHo- 
R1TY to protect him, may be as zrreſiſtible, as 
that ELoQquence with which he ſhall plead in 
his Favour, and whole Hoxovk ſhall make him 
incapable of giving up. bis Friend to the Loſs of 
his deareſt Reputation, when the Favour which he 
ſought to procure him, ſhall have incited ſuch ſcan- 
dalous Church Jobbers to diſyrace him. 
It is a Security, as it is a Comfort to us, that the 
Honour of the Crown, and the iſdom of that 
PRINCE who wears it, will never permit his Fa- 
vours in the Church to be ENGROSS'D by any ambi- 
tious Churchman, nor his Koyal,Grace, at any Time 
intended to be conter'd on a deſerving Clergyman, 
to be zntercepted by the baſe Allempts of PORSTITUTE 
IxFoRMERSs. He will be 4% ;colons of his Imperial 
Dignity, to ſuffer that any Eccleſiaſtick whatever 
ſhall openly boaſt, in Dervgation of his Royal Supre- 
macy, THAT THE K 1S DIRECTED BY HIM, 
that His MAIESTY SHARES HIS Royal PRERoO- 
GATIVES WITH HIM, AND MAKES HIMSELF 
BUT THE EXECUTOR OF HIS PLEASURE, 
Our Sovereign, Sir, is not to be treated with 


fuch Inſolence and Pride. He hath ſhewn to the World 
that he will be KING oF HIS PropLE; and will be 


as far from allowing an ambiticrs Churchman to DI- 
VIDE his ſovereign Authorily, as He will be from 
ſuſtering any ſuch Scheme of Ambition to be carried 
on by the vile Arts of pERJjUR'D INFORMATION, 
He will neither gratify the wicked in their unjuſt 
Uſurpations, to the Dimirution of his own Glory, 
nor give up the worthy and innocent a Prey to their 
vindiclive Revenge. Ide will, whenever he finds it 
expedient, abate the Pride of ſuch Men, though they 
ſhould be as inſolent in their Threats of oppoſing his 
Service, as they were indecent in their Boaſts of 
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(636 
making bim the MEER EXECUTOR OF THEIR PLEA- 
SURE 3 and they will fee, when they provoke his 
Royal Indignation, that in the ſteady Courſe of im- 
partial Fuſtice, it is as ſafe to inflict the Puniſoment 
of Law on an offeuding Clergyman, as on any Lay- 
' Man Winatever. 

As this is the Light in which every faithful Sub - 
ject regards his Prince, I hope, Sir, that ſince it is 
your Duty, you will ſoon. find it to be your Intereſt 
to treat his Royal Perſon with the ſame Reſpect and 
Decency; and that you will apply to Chriſtian 
Princes, on future Occaſions, in a much more be- 
coming Manner, than by Paragraphs printed in the 
Daily Papers, ſetting forth to the World what Ex- 
amples are fit for ſuch Princes to imitate, 
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i 13 MR 68 
Jam, SIR, 


? 


Your moſt Tumble Servant, &c: 
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| L incoins Inn. 
5 March 1733. 
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